
Introduction 
The exhibition entitled Seeing Stones and Spaces 
Beyond the Valley – the main event of the second 
edition of Biennale Warszawa 2022 – is devoted to 
relations between power, authoritarianism, capital, 
extractivism, and technology. This perspective is 
supplemented by the presentation of technological 
alternatives, prototypes, ideas, and speculative 
projects that enable us to imagine a more democratic 
and egalitarian future.

The name of the exhibition refers to the motif of 
palantíri – the seeing stones in J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord 
of the Rings trilogy. At the same time, Palantir is the 
name of a technological company founded in 2004 by 
Peter Thiel, a conservative lawyer and investor, which 
engages in advanced data analysis, mainly for the US 
government. The second part of the title alludes to 
Ramesh Srinivasan’s book Beyond the Valley: How 
Innovators around the World Are Overcoming Inequality 
and Creating the Technologies of Tomorrow. The author 
presents alternative solutions, objects, and prototypes 
serving as a potential counterbalance for the current 
technological model created and governed by private, 
monopolistic corporations in cooperation with political 
centres all over the world.

One part of the exhibition addresses the conservative 
ideology of Silicon Valley, the data transmission 
infrastructure, the materiality of technology, the state’s 
role in digital systems of surveillance and control, and 
the extractivism of resources and data. Meanwhile, 
the second part presents algorithmic, organisational, 
ecological, and infrastructural alternatives allowing 
to overcome the intertwinement between the 
authoritarian power and technology.

Public
Program
3.06.
19:00 
 The opening of the Biennale Warszawa 2022

 4.06.
11:00–14:00
 Imagining possible futures, 
 building Networks of Trust
 Workshop by Kyriaki Goni 
 [EN, registration]

17:00–18:30
 Metric Mysticism
 Performance lecture: Zach Blas 

[EN, registration] 

19:00–20:00
 Seeing Stones and the New Planetary Order
 Bartosz Frąckowiak, Anna Galas-Kosil,  
 Paweł Wodziński
 [EN, admission free]

5.06.
11:00–14:00
 Imagining possible futures, 
 building Networks of Trust
 Workshop by Kyriaki Goni 
 [EN, registration]

17:00–18:30 
 Citizen White Hat Troll: Live Desktop Cinema  
 Femme Confessional
 Performance lecture: Clara Balaguer 
 [EN/PL, registration] 

19:00–20:30 
 Understanding SNET 
 [The human infrastructures behind 
 Cuba’s alternative computer networks]
 Talk: Steffen Köhn and Nestor Siré 
 [EN, admission free]

9.06.
New Alphabet School 
#Feralizing

18:00–18:30
 Agonal Respirations 

Performance by Ania Nowak
 [EN, admission free]

18:30–20:30
Lectures: Jack Halberstam, Nikita Kadan,  

 Joanna Rajkowska
 [EN/PL, admission free] 

12.06. 
17:00–19:00 
 AI on Tractors? 
 Debate with Andrea Beste, Karolina  
 Jarmołowska, Paweł Kobielus, Kuba Kulesza,  
 Jan Skoczylas
 Moderator: Weronika Koralewska
 [PL, admission free]

24.06. 
17:00–18:00 
 Who Owns the Internet?
 Talk: Joanna Murzyn

[EN, admission free]

18:15–19:15
 Islands in the Cloud: An Incomplete Guide 
 to the Physical Internet in Poland
 Talk: Vanessa Graf
 [EN, admission free]

19:30–20:30
 What if we could store data in plants?

Talk: Grow Your Own Cloud 
 (Cyrus Clarke & Monika Seyfried) 

[EN, admission free]

25.06.
11:00–12:30
 An introduction 
 to Autonomous Ecological Agents

Talk: terra0

 Grow Your Own DAO
Talk: Cyrus Clarke

 Introduction and moderation: 
 Bartosz Frąckowiak

[EN, admission free] 

13:00–14:00
 New Extractivism 

Lecture: Vladan Joler 
[EN, admission free] 

16:00–17:00 
 Labour & the High-Tech Industry – 
 when health becomes confi dential business

Talk: Felix Lenz, Angela Neubauer, Ester Zwickl
[EN, admission free]

17:15–18:15 
 Data Colonialism and Digital Border Walls 

Lecture: Ulises Ali Mejías
[EN, admission free]

18:30–19:30
 Climate Peace

Talk: Territorial Agency 
 (John Palmesino & Ann-Sofi  Rönnskog)

[EN, admission free]

19:45–21:00
 Borderless Digital Utopias: 
 Embracing the  Interconnections between 
 People, Beings, Past, Present, and our Dreams

Lecture: Ramesh Srinivasan
[EN, admission free] 

26.06.
11:00–14:00 
 Rethinking Computer Science and 
 Political Economy with Bernard Stiegler

Workshop by Anne Alombert, 
 Michał Krzykawski and Daniel Ross

[EN, registration]

16:00–18:00
 How to Reorganise 
 Silicon Technologies in the Age 
 of Digital Disruption?

Panel discussion with Anne Alombert, 
 Michał Krzykawski and Daniel Ross

[EN, admission free]

18:00–20:00
 War and Machine

Lecture: Yuk Hui 
[EN, admission free]

20:00–23:00
 The Ister

Directed by David Barison and Daniel Ross
 Film screening 

[EN/PL, admission free] 

1–17.07.
 Armed Democracy
 Project carried out in cooperation 
 with Kyiv Biennial and partners from 
 East European Biennial Alliance
 [EN, online]

16–17.07.
 Room to Bloom
 Warsaw edition of the program carried out 
 jointly by Studio Rizoma and European 
 Alternatives
 [EN, admission free] 

17.07.
20:00 
 The closing of the Biennale Warszawa 2022

Admission to accompanying events is free.
Guided tours Saturday and Sunday at 14:00, 

included in the price of the ticket.

Venue
Wars Sawa Junior Department Stores 
104/122 Marszałkowska St.
00-017 Warsaw

Opening hours
Tuesday–Sunday from 12:00 to 20:00

Tickets
2022.biennalewarszawa.pl
via the GoOut app 
or on site, in the Info Point

Prices
PLN 20 multiple entries ticket (entitles to 
unlimited entries throughout the duration of the 
exhibition)
PLN 10 single entry regular ticket
PLN 5 single entry concession ticket 

Ticket policy is available on the website 
2022.biennalewarszawa.pl

Info Point
Wars Sawa Junior Department Stores 
104/122 Marszałkowska St., 00-017 Warsaw
komunikacja@biennalewarszawa.pl
tel. +48 789 859 220

Lokalizacja
Domy Towarowe Wars i Sawa Junior, 
ul. Marszałkowska 104/122, 
00-017 Warszawa

Godziny otwarcia 
wtorek-niedziela 12:00–20:00

Bilety
dostępne na stronie 
www.biennalewarszawa.pl
w aplikacji GoOut 
oraz stacjonarnie 
w punkcie informacyjnym 

Ceny

20 zł 
bilet wielokrotnego wejścia 
(uprawnia do nieograniczonej liczby 
wejśćw trakcie trwania wystawy)

10 zł
bilet jednorazowy normalny 

5 zł 
bilet jednorazowy ulgowy

Polityka biletowa dostępna na stronie 
www.biennalewarszawa.pl

Punkt informacyjny
Domy Towarowe Wars i Sawa Junior, 
ul. Marszałkowska 104/122, 00-017 
komunikacja@biennalewarszawa.pl
tel. +48 789 859 220
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After Scarcity 

Fabien Giraud, 
Raphaël Siboni 

The Unmanned  
Season 1

Border Emergency Collective 

Zone of Hidden 
Violence
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How the NSO 
Group Enables 
State Terror
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Paul Kolling 
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Frederick De Wilde
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Vladan Joler 

New Extractivism. 
An assemblage 
of concepts and 
allegories

Vladan Joler, Matteo Pasquinelli  

The Nooscope 
Manifested: 
AI as Instrument of 
Knowledge Extractivism

Vanessa Graf  

Material Internet 
Field Kit: Warsaw

Jenna Sutela  
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Grow Your Own Cloud 
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Monika Seyfried) 
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Helena Nikonole 
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Oleksiy Radynski  
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Studies
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Steff en Köhn, 
Nestor Siré
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Connections

Tega Brain, Julian Oliver,
Bengt Sjölén
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Kyriaki Goni  
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Border Technologies—
Sensible Zone

Paolo Cirio 

Sociality 

Špela Petrič

Vegetariat: 
Work Zero

Thematic weaves
Extractivism
Modern forms of extractivism involve not only 
the extraction of the planet, its resources, and 
the biosphere. They reach far out, beyond the 
Earth, embrace the cosmos and aim at other 
planets of the Solar System. For the fi rst time 
in human history, extractivism reaches into 
a human as well, to their deepest desires, 
behaviours, and experiences. Extracting 
data from human life, and gathering traces 
of online activity - so-called behavioural 
surplus – has its analogies with colonial 
strategies. Data acquired simultaneously to 
the acceptance of “cookies” or terms of use, 
is, as a resource, processed, refi ned, and, 
eventually, divided into fractions – human 
desire transforms into attainable profi t.

Ideology
What connects Tolkien’s fantasy world with 
start-up companies idealising technological 
progress and with ultraconservative, nationalist 
politics? After the World Trade Center terrorist 
attacks, the American government started to 
develop digital data gathering systems. Their 
running required advanced informatic systems 
capable of analysing vast amounts of data. The 
endeavour of connecting Silicon Valley with the 
army and security services was not particularly 
diffi cult. Thus, a quasi-authoritarian sphere 
emerged, governed by large capital and state. 
Simultaneously, a new paradigm of Silicon Valley 
came into being, containing militarisation of 
technology, belief in the Western exceptionalism, 
libertarianism, Ayn Rand philosophy, and 
elements of Tolkien’s fantastic mythology. 

Algorithms
Algorithms are increasingly more skilled 
at recognising our predilections, behaviours, 
needs, desires, and habits. They can discover 
various patterns in different datasets, 
from natural sciences, medicine, and 
economy, through socio-political processes, 
to technologies of scrutiny, control, and 
surveillance. They not only “notice” rules 
and correlations but also produce hypotheses. 
Many of our individual and collective choices, 
with whom we talk, and what content reaches 
us – often stem from algorithms’ activity. 
Usually, we have no access to knowledge 
regarding their functioning. It has been 
contained in a “black box.” Thus, they 
become a system of hidden power, devices 
of surveillance and social control.

Infrastructure
When we speak of the Cloud, we imagine data 
particles scattered in the air, unrestrainedly 
fl oating, with neither weight nor physical 
mass, impossible to catch.  The language with 
which we describe the newest technologies 
underlines their lightness, agility, elusiveness, 
and immateriality. In reality, the network is 
not homogenous and smooth. The Internet, 
the cloud, the data centres – all are based 
on a very specifi c framework of material 
infrastructure. Beginning from small household 
routers connected by cables to larger network 
structures, up to the network’s backbone – large 
structures of cables and optical fi bres, lain at 
the bottoms of oceans and seas or crossing 
entire continents – the sequences of zeros and 
ones encoding every information of our world.

Surveillance State
In mid-2021, Amnesty International published 
a report on Pegasus, an espionage software 
created by an Israeli technological company 
NSO Group. The analysis focused, among 
others, on devices, which – according 
to their users – were hacked or infected 
with malicious software. As Amnesty 
International’s experts conclude, in the 
majority of states having access to Pegasus, 
it was implemented to track and infi ltrate 
opposition politicians, activists, journalists, 
and human rights defenders.

Future
Algorithms tend to recreate the pre-existing 
classifi cations, dichotomies, biases, and 
gender stereotypes. Recklessly implemented 
automatization may forfeit these previous 
critical efforts. In such a situation, it is of the 
utmost importance to refer to creativity and 
human agency. To do so, we need to step out 
of the frames created by companies, discourse, 
and practices of Silicon Valley and ceaselessly 
work on broadening our imagination, expanding 
it, and questioning the obvious - in order to 
create a sphere for potentiality, new practices, 
and ideas. In this new world, without a doubt, 
technologies would shape the majority 
of political, existential, social, ecological, and 
economic phenomena. The way we organise 
it depends on us.

Luis August Krawen  

THE SHIRE II


